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Angeles, where they have a very cut-
ting edge program to move away from 
the dirty trucks, and we are fighting 
hard to get that program to move for-
ward. 

So we look at the ports and we know 
there are problems, and we look at the 
highways, and we know there are prob-
lems. In my State, and other States, 
where we have valleys, the dirty air is 
trapped into those areas. So as a Sen-
ator from California, I welcome Regina 
McCarthy to this job, because, frankly, 
we need to do much more about the 
quality of the air, or lack of same, 
across the country. 

The California Air Resources Board 
estimates that diesel emissions con-
tribute to 2,000 premature deaths each 
year, and that the health costs of die-
sel emissions are billions of dollars 
each year. So I want to say again, we 
are talking about 2,000 premature 
deaths each year when we talk about 
dirty air. We are not just saying we are 
upset because you can start to see the 
air and it looks terrible; we are saying 
that this dirty air is being breathed in 
by our kids, by our grandkids, by preg-
nant women, by people with disabil-
ities, and only the strongest survive on 
this. So we know it is a problem, and 
Regina McCarthy gets it. Her job isn’t 
to be a robot, her job is to understand 
that the situation is dire here—2,000 
premature deaths a year because of 
dirty air. And that is just from diesel 
emissions. So we need an assistant ad-
ministrator on air who has the experi-
ence, the expertise, and the ability to 
work with communities large and 
small, to work with industry, and to 
work with government to find lasting 
solutions. 

One of the opportunities we have 
here, separate and apart from the en-
forcement of the Clean Air Act—which 
will be under her domain—is to pass 
global warming legislation which will 
move us away from the dirty sources of 
fuel toward clean energy and, by the 
way, create long-lasting clean energy 
jobs which will stay here and boost our 
economy forward. 

We have a lot of work ahead of us on 
this committee which I am so privi-
leged to chair, and certainly right here 
in the Senate, and we are going to call 
on Regina McCarthy. She is well quali-
fied, she has the ability to work with 
communities and industry, and she is 
the right person for this job. 

I am disappointed that we had a col-
league of ours hold her nomination up, 
you know, week after week after week. 
It should have been done. But today it 
looks good that we are moving forward. 
I hope we can do it by voice vote, and 
again I want to point out that in terms 
of Regina McCarthy’s nomination, Sen-
ator INHOFE, the ranking member on 
the committee, supports her for this 
job, as do I. And I think that is the best 
thing I could say for a nominee, be-
cause oftentimes we find ourselves at 
loggerheads. But in this case, we are 
together. 

I thank the Presiding Officer, I urge 
approval of her, and I hope we can do 
this by voice vote. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mrs. BOXER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF REGINA 
MCCARTHY TO BE AN ASSISTANT 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ENVI-
RONMENTAL PROTECTION AGEN-
CY 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to consider the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Regina McCarthy, of Massa-
chusetts, to be an Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to express my strong support 
for the confirmation of Gina McCarthy 
to head the Office of Air and Radiation 
at the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy. I have had the opportunity to work 
with and get to know Ms. McCarthy 
during her tenure as the commissioner 
of Connecticut’s Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection. Ms. McCarthy 
has worked tirelessly to make Con-
necticut’s air, land and water cleaner, 
which in turn has made Connecticut 
the wonderful place it is today to live, 
work and raise a family. 

Among her achievements, I would 
like to highlight Ms. McCarthy’s pio-
neering work to address climate 
change in New England. She is widely 
recognized as a chief engineer of the 
very successful Regional Greenhouse 
Gas Initiative. Since her appointment 
in 2004, Ms. McCarthy has worked to 
dramatically improve Connecticut’s 
environment. She has restored and de-
fended the integrity of many of Con-
necticut’s most cherished natural 
treasures. She devoted herself to pro-
tecting Long Island Sound, a source of 
nourishment and recreation to the mil-
lions who live and work along its 
coastline. As commissioner, Ms. 
McCarthy devised strategies for deal-
ing with our State’s solid waste, and 
she worked to improve Connecticut’s 
air quality. She also made great strides 
to reinvigorate our parks and open 
spaces. 

Gina arrived in Connecticut with a 
wealth of experience after holding a 
number of health and environmental 
positions in Massachusetts at the local, 
State and Federal levels. She worked 
for the Stoughton Board of Health and 
Conservation, Massachusetts’ Haz-
ardous Waste Facility Site Safety 
Council, the Massachusetts Toxics Use 
Reduction Program and the New Eng-
land Governor’s Environment Com-
mittee. Ms. McCarthy also served as 
the under secretary of policy at the 
Massachusetts Executive Office of En-
vironmental Affairs and as the deputy 
secretary of operations to the Office for 
Commonwealth Development where 
she oversaw the development and im-
plementation of Massachusetts’ first 
Climate Protection Action Plan. 

We have been lucky to have Gina in 
Connecticut and I am excited that the 
entire country will now benefit from 
her talents at the EPA. In her new po-
sition, Ms. McCarthy will be respon-
sible for developing national programs, 
technical policies and regulations to 
control air pollution and prevent expo-
sure to radiation. She will continue her 
work to address climate change and 
improve energy efficiency—a double 
charge that is both timely and impera-
tive to the continued health of our 
planet. She will also develop strategies 
to reduce industrial and vehicle-gen-
erated air pollution as she works to im-
prove indoor and outdoor air quality. I 
am excited to have someone of Ms. 
McCarthy’s character and credentials 
leading these essential efforts and I am 
filled with confidence in her ability to 
address them productively. 

I strongly support the nomination of 
Gina McCarthy to head the EPA’s Of-
fice of Air and Radiation and urge my 
colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise 
today in support of the nomination of 
Regina McCarthy to be Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Air and Radiation at 
the Environmental Protection Agency. 
I would also like to thank Chairman 
BOXER and the members of the Envi-
ronment and Public Works Committee 
for their support of this excellent and 
deserving nominee. While I think it is 
regrettable that her confirmation was 
delayed for so long, I am glad that she 
will soon be able to get to work on 
finding solutions to the many impor-
tant environmental issues facing our 
nation. 

I congratulate President Obama on 
nominating such a remarkably quali-
fied, energetic, and passionate indi-
vidual to serve as Assistant Adminis-
trator. Commissioner McCarthy has 25 
years of experience working at all lev-
els of local and State government and 
has a depth and breadth of knowledge 
on environmental issues that few can 
rival. She has also served under both 
Democratic and Republican Governors, 
in Massachusetts as well as my home 
State of Connecticut. In both States 
and in all capacities, Gina has been 
universally recognized as a uniquely 
talented environmental advocate. 
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